V\A 

I V  - 


llllli'IIIIHIIIIIIHIIIIIIBilllMii'illlliiliHIIIIIIHIIIIIIHIIlHIIIIIIHIIIIIIHIIIIIHI 


1IBI1B1III 


■ 


BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR 


-1951- 


ON  THE 


HEALTH  of  MAIDSTONE 


BY  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


V  V  V  v 


P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN,  M.C., 
M.D.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29780809 


BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR 

-  195  I  - 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  of  MAIDSTONE 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


♦  ♦  ♦  ♦ 


P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN,  M.C., 
M.D.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


MAIDSTONE  : 
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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1951 


To,  The  Worshipful  The  Mayor,  A  Mermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Maidstone. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Maidstone,  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1951. 

The  care  of  the  public  health  is  still  in  some  measure  the 
responsibility  of  the  Borough  Councils  and  their  Health 
Committees,  though  many  of  the  duties  which  were  formerly 
entrusted  to  such  authorities  have  now  been  transferred  to 
the  County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils,  and  I 
would  again  assert  that  for  the  efficient  care  of  the  public 
health,  so  vast  an  organisation  as  the  County  unit,  is  too  large 
and  impersonal.  Delegation  of  many  of  these  transferred 
functions  to  smaller  authorities,  or  to  groupings  of  such 
authorities,  is  essential  and  a  return,  in  some  part  at  least, 
to  a  more  local  and  individual  form  of  health  administration 
is  necessary  and  there  is  need  for  a  re-orientation  of  the  ideals 
of  the  Health  Service,  which  now  appears  to  be  wholly  oc¬ 
cupied  with  curative  medicine,  centred  upon  the  hospital  and 
consultant  services,  to  the  detriment  of  the  preventive  aspects. 
It  is  in  the  Temple  of  Healing  that  we  are  invited  to  worship, 
rather  than  in  the  Temple  of  Health. 

During  the  past  year,  the  health  of  the  Borough  has  been 
good  though  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and  measles, 
particularly  the  latter  two  infections,  were  somewhat  severely 
prevalent,  but  I  am  happy  to  record  that  there  were  no  cases 
of  polio-myelitis  or  polio-encephalitis  and  that  the  incidence 
of  diphtheria  was  Nil.  The  infantile  death  rate  has  fallen  from 
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29.59  per  1,000  live  births  to  20.31  and  for  the  4th  consecutive 
year,  I  am  happy  to  record  the  maternal  death  rate  as  “  Nil.” 

Housing  is  still  the  great  and  pressing  problem  in  Maid¬ 
stone,  as  it  is  elsewhere,  and  with  it  comes  the  difficulty  of 
over-crowding  and  of  dealing  with  the  number  of  unfit  and 
unhealthy  dwellings  which  exist  in  the  Borough,  but  with 
which  no  active  steps  can  be  taken  until  the  supply  shows 
some  indication  of  overtaking  the  demand. 

To  the  Borough  Council  and  especially  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  I  would  express  my 
thanks  for  their  continued  interest  and  support  and  to  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  and  enthusiastic 
co-operation,  which  has  been  of  so  great  assistance  in  main¬ 
taining  the  standard  of  the  Health  Services  in  the  Borough, 
and, 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFFIKIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department,  July  28th,  1952. 

13  Tonbridge  Road, 

Maidstone. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  : — 5,972  acres. 

Population  Census  1921—37,448. 

„  1931—42,259. 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  1951  : — 

For  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  etc.  53,600. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1951)  14,563. 

Rateable  Value  : — £484,972 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :— £1,971. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births.  Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  408  376  784 

Illegitimate  ...  27  26  53 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  15.619 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 15.5 

for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  ...  17.3 
for  148  Smaller  Towns  .  ...  16.7 


Stillbirths  : — 21 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  — 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  .  0.39 

for  England  &  Wales  .  0.36 

for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  0.45 
for  148  Smaller  Towns  .  0.38 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  .  318  312  630 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  11.75 

„  „  for  England  &  Wales  ...  .  12.5 

„  „  for  126  County  Boroughs  &  Great  Towns  13.4 

„  „  for  148  Smaller  Towns  .  12.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes :  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List)  :— 


Deaths 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil 
No.  30  other  Puerperal  causes  Nil 
Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .. 
Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  .. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) . 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
(Live  and  Still)  births 
Nil 
Nil 


20.31 

16.58 

75.5 

95 

Nil 

Nil 
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Social  Conditions. 


Maidstone  is  a  busy  industrial  centre  and  agricultural 
town,  and  much  of  its  importance  and  prosperity  arises  from 
its  situation  on  the  Medway,  at  a  point  at  which  in  early  days, 
a  practicable  crossing  of  the  river  was  possible.  The  greater 
portion  of  the  town  lies  to  the  East  of  the  river  and  through 
this  part  flows  a  small  tributary,  the  Len.  To  the  North  and 
North-East  is  a  range  of  chalk  hills,  which  protect  the  town 
from  the  winds  from  these  quarters  and  in  consequence  the 
climate  is  mild  and  genial.  To  the  South-West  is  the  valley 
of  the  Medway  and  the  prevailing  winds  are  from  this  direction, 
giving  ample  scope  for  a  free  change  of  air,  which  as  the  town 
lies  low,  is  of  much  benefit. 

In  the  main,  the  geological  formation  is  that  of  the  Hythc 
beds  of  the  Lower  Greensand,  which  in  many  places  crops 
out  close  to  the  surface,  with  Atherfield  Clay  at  no  great 
depth  beneath.  These  formations  are  overlaid  with  Drift, 
consisting  of  gravel  alluvium  or  brick  earth.  Near  the  river, 
however,  the  Lower  Greensand  is  wanting,  and  the  underlying 
Atherfield  Clay  is  exposed. 

The  most  important  local  industries  are  those  of  paper¬ 
making,  brewing,  engineering  and  the  general  manufacture 
of  food  preparations  and  confectionery.  Maidstone  is  also 
the  centre  of  a  large  motor  bus  service,  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  reside  in  Maidstone  and  work  in  London  or 
elsewhere. 

The  population  has  increased  from  37,448  in  the  Census 
of  1921  to  53,600  for  1951  and  one  of  the  features  of  recent 
years  has  been  the  establishment  of  new  industries  in  the 
Borough.  To  my  mind,  Maidstone  is  bound  to  grow  in  size 
and  in  importance  as  an  industrial  centre  and  any  attempt 
to  impose  an  artificial  limitation  on  the  expansion  of  the 
County  Town  is  much  to  be  deprecated. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Although  the  Borough  Council  is  no  longer  directly 
responsible  for  many  of  the  services,  with  which  it  was  former¬ 
ly  concerned,  these  being  now  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council  or  merged  in  the  National  Health  Service,  there  is 
such  continued  interest  shown  by  the  Corporation  and  in 
particular  by  the  Health  Committee,  in  these  vital  services, 
that  I  think  it  is  fitting  that  I  should  include  in  my  Report 
a  short  note  on  these  services  and  I  am  sure  that  there  will  be 
satisfaction  in  the  knowledge  that  these  services  are  being 
built  and  maintained  on  the  foundations  laid  by  the  Borough 
Council  in  past  years. 

School  Clinics.  This  part  of  the  work  was  transferred 
to  the  County  Education  Committee  under  the  Education 
Act  of  1944.  The  school  clinics  are  now  held  at  Foster  Street 
and  as  in  past  years,  much  use  is  made  of  the  facilities  at  the 
Hospitals  in  the  town.  The  National  Health  Service  and  the 
School  Medical  Service  should  ensure  complete  medical 
provision  for  school  children  and  the  closest  possible  co¬ 
operation  between  the  School  Medical  Service  and  the  General 
Practitioners  who,  as  the  family  medical  advisers  are  the 
mainstay  of  the  Health  Service,  is  very  desirable. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services.  The  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  and  the  ante-  and  Post-natal  Clinics  are  now 
part  of  the  County  Council  service.  The  former  centres  and 
clinics  have  been  maintained  and  additional  Welfare  Centres 
opened,  but  the  ante-natal  service  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital 
is  finding  difficulty  in  the  increase  of  out-patient  clinics  and 
the  lack  of  space  in  the  out-patient  department. 

Hospitals.  All  the  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  now  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Hospital  Board 
and  the  Mid-Kent  Hospital  Management  Committee  and 
additional  consultant  services  are  now  available.  The  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Fant  Lane  is,  I  understand,  at  last  to  have  the 
cubicle  accommodation  for  which  I  have  pleaded  for  so  long. 
The  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  with  consequent 
over-crowding  in  many  homes,  have  caused  an  increase  in  the 
demand  for  hospital  admission  for  confinements  and  the 
maternity  beds  which  were  provided  by  the  Corporation  at  the 
West  Kent  Hospital,  have  been  used  to  the  full,  as  well  as 
maternity  beds  in  other  hospitals. 
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Births  Notified  During  1951 

Live  Births  . 837 

Still  Births  . 21 

The  number  of  live  births  is  an  increase  of  59  over  1950 
and  of  still-births  a  decrease  of  5. 

Home  and  Domestic  Helps.  This  is  also  one  of  the 
services  now  organised  by  the  County  Council  but  the  re¬ 
cruitment  of  suitable  Helps  is  still  a  difficult  matter. 

Ambulance  Service.  This  is  now  administered  from 
County  Hall  and  the  ambulance  service  has  proved  invaluable 
both  in  the  Borough  and  in  the  surrounding  districts. 

Day  Nurseries.  All  the  Day  Nurseries  which  were 
established  in  Maidstone  in  the  war  years  have  now  been 
closed  and  1  cannot  but  regret  the  ending  of  what  I  am  sure 
was  a  valuable  and  much  appreciated  provision. 

Sunlight  Clinic.  This  Clinic,  for  which  the  equipment 
was  generously  given  to  the  Borough,  by  Messrs.  Tilling- 
Stevens,  Ltd.,  has  continued  to  function  with  success.  Ultra¬ 
violet  light  and  radiant  heat  therapy  have  a  definite  value  in 
suitable  cases  and  many  children  have  derived  benefit  from 
its  use,  as  their  Mothers  have  been  pleased  to  testify. 

Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Clinic.  This  is  now  part  of 
the  National  Health  Service  and  complete  facilities  for  ex¬ 
amination  and  X-Ray  are  available.  But  the  sad  feature  of 
the  campaign  against  tuberculosis  is  that  there  is  still  a  great 
shortage  of  nursing  staff,  so  great  that  beds  which  are  available 
in  hospitals  and  sanatoria  cannot  be  used  to  the  full. 

Venereal  Diseases.  A  Clinic  is  now  in  operation  at  the 
West  Kent  Hospital  as  part  of  the  National  Health  Service 
and  with  improved  methods  of  diagnosis  and  the  advantages 
which  the  discovery  of  the  anti-viotic  remedies  have  given  us, 
the  venereal  diseases  are  in  a  fair  way  to  being  conquered. 

Skin  Diseases.  The  services  of  a  consultant  in  skin 
diseases  are  now  available  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital. 

Child  Life  Protection.  This  is  now  one  of  the  functions 
transferred  to  the  County  Council  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
there  is  still  close  co-operation  between  the  Health  Department 
of  the  Borough,  the  County  Health  Visitors  and  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector  in  Maidstone,  but  1  would  urge  that  the  problems 
of  child  neglect  and  its  under-lying  causes  are  so  complex 
that  it  is  useless  to  employ  the  cold  hand  of  official  machinery 
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and  that  in  this  sad  aspect  of  modern  civilisation,  the  need  is 
for  combined  and  sympathetic  team-work  between  the  official 
organisation,  voluntary  effort  and  the  agencies  for  social, 
moral  and  even  religious  welfare. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply.  The  public  water  supply  in  the  Borough 
of  Maidstone  is  furnished  by  the  Maidstone  Water  Company. 
The  supplies  are  drawn  from  deep  bore-holes,  adits  and  springs 
and  are  pumped  to  reservoirs  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 
The  water  is  hard  but  is  consistently  of  good  quality  and  during 
the  year  1951,  supplies  have  been  adequate  to  meet  demands. 
Measures  have  been  taken  to  improve  the  pressure  of  the 
water  in  some  parts  where  complaint  of  inadequate  pressure 
had  been  made  and  further  extension  of  the  reservoirs  and 
water  towers  is  contemplated,  which  should  ensure  an  adequate 
supply  for  the  needs  of  the  town  for  many  years. 

In  previous  reports,  I  have  described  the  careful  measures 
taken  for  the  patrolling  and  inspection  of  the  springs,  sources 
and  gathering  grounds  and  these  have  been  continued  in  the 
past  year.  The  provision  for  the  sterilisation  of  the  water, 
by  ozone  and  by  chlorine,  which  I  have  described  in  earlier 
reports,  has  continued  to  give  very  excellent  results.  Regular 
chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples 
from  the  various  sources  are  made,  some  by  the  Company’s 
analysts  and  some  at  the  County  Laboratories  and  the  results 
obtained  have  been  consistently  good.  There  is  no  evidence 
of  plumbo-solvent  action. 


The  average  results  of  the  regular  chemical  analyses  during 
the  year  are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


Average  Results,  1951 
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In  the  vast  majority  of  the  houses  in  Maidstone,  the  water 
from  the  public  supply  is  brought  directly  into  the  houses, 
but  in  a  few  areas  the  supply  is  from  stand-pipes,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  go  for  water.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  number 
of  houses  supplied  in  this  manner  is  not  very  large,  103  houses, 
served  by  23  standpipes,  and  the  approximate  number  of 
inhabitants  of  these  houses  is  330.  This  defect  in  the  housing 
system  and  in  the  provision  of  water  supply  will  be  removed 
with  the  clearance  of  unfit  and  undesirable  dwelling-houses 
and  the  improvement  of  the  housing  standard  in  the  town. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  disposal  works 
has  continued  to  operate  as  in  previous  years  and  during  1951, 
there  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  works.  For  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  new  estate  at  Woodlands  Close,  6in.  soil  sewer 
for  a  length  of  124  yards  was  laid  in  1951 ;  9in.  surface  water 
sewers  at  Woodlands  Close  for  232  yards  and  12in.  from  the 
Chatham  Road  to  the  river  Medway  by  Gibraltar  House, 
for  a  distance  of  388  yards. 

(c)  Rivers  and  Streams.  I  have  again  to  make  mention  of 
the  state  of  the  river  Medway  and  its  tributary,  the  Len  and  to 
draw  attention  to  the  amount  of  pollution  which  exists. 
Much  of  this  pollution  is  avoidable  and  should  not  occur  and 
Maidstone,  which  owes  so  much  of  its  prosperity  and  even 
its  existence,  to  the  river,  in  turn  owes  it  to  the  river  to  ensure 
that  it  is  not  left  to  become  foul  and  noisome.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  a  river  even  in  an  industrial  area,  to  be  despoiled, 
though  such  has  happened  only  too  often  in  the  past,  and  I 
am  in  hope  that  with  the  coming  of  the  Rivers  Authority,  the 
needful  action  to  save  what  should  be  a  beautiful  river  and 
one  of  the  glories  of  the  Town,  will  be  forthcoming. 

(d)  Closet  Accommodation.  In  Maidstone,  the  majority 
of  the  houses  are  equipped  with  water  closets  and  connected  to 
the  public  sewers,  but  there  are  parts  of  the  Borough  area  in 
which  the  sewers  are  not  available  and  which  are  still  so  rural  in 
character  or  of  such  difficult  contour,  that  it  is  not  practicable  to 
sewer  these  areas.  In  some  houses  where  the  sewer  is  not 
available  but  which  have  adequate  water  supply,  there  are 
water  closets,  discharging  into  cess-pits  and  in  a  few  cases, 
earth  closets  are  still  to  be  found.  Pail  closets  have  to  be  used  in 
some  places,  particularly  in  the  camps  in  Mote  Park  where 
hutments  left  after  the  war  are  still  in  use  as  dwellings.  These 
hutments  increase  the  number  of  pail  closets  but  the  number  is 
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gradually  being  reduced.  Twenty-two  of  the  hutments  were 
demolished  during  the  year  and  I  trust  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  retain  these  huts  as  homes  for  more  than  a  few 
years. 

I  give  below  the  number  of  dwellings  having  the  various 
types  of  closet  accommodation. 

Properties  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  the  sewer  system  1 5,224 
Dwellings  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  cess-pits  ...  306 

Dwellings  with  earth  closets  or  privy  middens  .  18 

Dwellings  with  pail  closets  (Mote  Park  36;  other  73)  ...  109 

(e)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  supplied  the  details  of  the  work  done  which 
are  set  out  in  the  following  tables.  Inspections  and  re-inspec¬ 
tions  have  been  regular  and  frequent,  but  there  is  difficulty 
and  frequent  delay  in  getting  the  necessary  work  carried  out. 
Materials  and  labour  are  still  short  and  the  first  demand  is 
for  new  construction,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  has  risen,  while 
rentals  have  remained  static  and  many  owners  of  property 
are  not  in  a  financial  position  to  carry  out  extensive  repairs. 
There  is  still  much  property  in  the  town  which  cannot  be  made 
satisfactory  and  with  lack  of  repairs,  other  properties  are  fast 
becoming  beyond  saving.  For  such  property,  demolition  is 
the  only  remedy  and  with  a  more  rapid  rate  of  completion 
of  new  houses,  I  trust  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to 
effect  the  elimination  of  the  many  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough. 
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Annual  Report,  1951. 


Bakehouse  inspections 

..  18 

Chimneys  repaired 

..  34 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided 

..  18 

Cooking  Stoves  renewed  or  repaired 

..  53 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  . . 

. .  61 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections 

..  53 

Coppers  repaired 

..  21 

Drains  cleansed  on  complaint  or  by  flushing  staff 

1,197 

„  choked  and  cleansed 

..  874 

„  reconstructed 

..  15 

„  tested  with  smoke  . . 

..  71 

„  tested  with  water  . . 

..  33 

„  inspection  chambers  provided 

..  17 

„  inspection  chambers  airtight  covers  provided 

. .  18 

„  stoneware  pipes  laid,  feet  . . 

..  947 

„  iron  pipes  laid,  feet 

.  .  - 

„  trapped  from  sewer  and  ventilated 

..  4 

Dustbins  provided  . . 

..  64 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

..  186 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  . . 

_ 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired 

. .  55 

Houses,  cement  floors  provided  in  cellars 

— 

„  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired 

..  17 

,,  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 

..  214 

„  roofs  repaired 

..  373 

„  rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed  and 

walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered 

..  501 

„  walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or  other 

method 

..  51 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

. .  74 

Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise 

2,574 

Re-inspections 

5,103 

Mortar  joints  to  brickwork  repaired 

. .  47 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  . . 

. .  8 

Outbuildings  or  Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt 

..  2 

Poultry  or  animals  removed 

. .  5 

Public  Houses  inspected  ... 

. .  86 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  inspected 

. .  18 

Schools  inspected  . . 

. .  3 

Sink  or  other  wastepipes  removed  disconnected  or  trapped 

..  11 

Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired 

4 

Stairs  repaired 

. .  31 

Stoneware  gullies  provided 

..  18 

Strainers  provided  to  gullies 

. .  11 

W.C.’s,  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

. .  62 

„  flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired 

..  74 

„  new  pans  and  traps  provided 

. .  25 

„  structural  defects  remedied 

. .  43 

„  seats 

..  29 

Water  supplies  provided  or  repaired 

..  21 

Window  frames  repaired  . . 

..  161 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed 

..  157 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses  5 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

..  146 

Statutory  Notices  served  . . 

..  36 
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(/)  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(0- — Inspection  of  factories  and  workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanical 

175 

5 

Power 

37 

2 

_ 

Other  premises . 

6 

_ 

Total  . 

218 

7 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

T3 

C 

P 

O 

Uh 

(2) 

3  Remedied. 

Referred 
^  to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Act 

1937  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

Want  of  Ventilation . 

_ 

_ 

— 

—  - 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

-  i 

Want  of  Drainage  Floors  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  (  Insufficient 

1 

_ 

_ 

-  i 

Accommo-  j  Unsuitable  or  Defects 

5 

5 

— 

— 

dation.  1  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 

_ 

Bakehouse  (s.54) . 

— 

— 

— 

-  I 

Other  Offences  . 

— 

1 

-  i 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  the 
outwork  and  Offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 

to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factoriesj 

and  Workshops  Transfer  or  Powers 
Order,  1921). 

Total  . 

6 

6 

— 

~  1 

(g)  Premises  and  Occupations 
trolled  by  Bye-laws. 

These  are  as  follows  : — 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Slaughter  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings. . 
Dairies  . . 


which  can  be  con 


5 
2 

6 
6 
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Housing. 

During  1951,  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
[Borough  was  196.  Of  these  184  houses  were  erected  by  the 
[Local  Authority  and  22  houses  were  provided  by  private 
enterprise. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  housing  statistics  which 
are  asked  for: — 


Housing  Statistics. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  ( a )  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . 

813 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

972 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
section  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

— 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . 

3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . 

792 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . . 

421 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

13 

4 

B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied . 

29 
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Housing  Statistics — ( continued ). 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 
(a)  by  owners 

41 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

— 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 

3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

— 

D. — Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year  . .  . .  . .  Indeterminable 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

37 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year . 

22 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 

142 

(</)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

— 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  overcrowding  in  houses  in  the 
Borough  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  accurate  estimate 
of  the  extent  of  this  evil,  for  fresh  cases  arise  every  week  and 
in  many,  the  unfortunate  families  endure  in  silence.  The 
amazing  features  are  the  courage  of  the  young  folk  who 
embark  on  married  life,  knowing  that  a  home  of  their  own 
is  a  dream  that  cannot  be  realised  as  “  This  year,  next  year,” 
but  trusting  that  it  will  be  “  Sometime,”  and  the  forbearance 
and  patience  of  the  parents  who,  having  brought  up  a  family 
and  looked  forward  to  peace  and  tranquillity  in  their  later 
years,  find  that  their  homes  must  be  shared,  often  with  great 
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difficulty  and  discomfort,  with  married  sons  and  daughters 
and  the  grandchildren.  The  housing  shortage  is  the  great 
problem  of  our  time  and  I  am  sure  that  much  of  the  unrest, 
crime  and  delinquency,  marital  disharmony  and  juvenile 
irresponsibility,  has  its  origin  in  the  shortage  of  homes  for 
the  people.  Hardly  a  day  passes  without  callers  in  this  office 
asking  if  there  is  any  hope  of  a  house  and  the  only  solution 
that  is  possible  is  more  houses,  built  more  quickly. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  1951,  the  following  work  in  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  houses  was  carried  out: — 

(a)  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  9 

(, b )  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested .  27 

Council  Houses  disinfested: — 

(o)  By  gassing  .  9 

( b )  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  — 

Other  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  .  21 

( b )  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  6 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a 
Council  House  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  house  36 
Council  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ...  146 

Other  Houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ...  ...  96 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

In  Maidstone,  we  are  in  the  happy  position  that  all  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  on  the  staff  of  the  Health  department, 
except  one,  are  holders  of  the  additional  Certificate  as  In¬ 
spector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  and  I  hope  that  before  long 
the  whole  complement  of  Inspectors  will  be  thus  qualified. 
Before  the  war,  there  were  a  number  of  small  slaughter-houses 
in  use  in  the  Borough  and  this,  with  a  deficiency  of  qualified 
Inspectors,  made  the  inspection  of  meat  a  difficult  matter, 
but  slaughtering  is  now  concentrated  in  a  central  slaughter¬ 
house  and  it  is  now  possible  to  ensure  that  all  meat  intended 
for  human  consumption  is  subject  to  inspection.  But  it  is 
very  much  to  be  deplored  that  the  only  slaughter-house 
available  for  use  is  old,  inadequate  in  size  and  equipment  and 
very  unsatisfactory.  The  provision  of  a  sufficient  and  up-to- 
date  abattoir,  with  adequate  space  and  facilities  for  the  care 
and  humane  slaughter  of  animals  intended  for  food,  sufficient 
lairage  and  easy  of  approach  from  the  market  and  with  space 
and  equipment  for  the  complete  investigation  of  any  suspected 
carcase  or  organ  is  an  urgent  need  and  should  be  regarded  as  a 
necessary  adjunct  of  the  Maidstone  market  and  an  essential 
provision  to  serve  the  needs,  not  only  of  Maidstone  but  of  the 
Mid-Kent  area,  and  Maidstone,  as  a  road  centre  and  railway 
junction,  is  the  obvious  situation  for  such  an  abattoir. 


The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amount  con 
dernned  in  1951  are  as  follows: — 


Cattle  ex¬ 
cluding  cows.  Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  & 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  . .  | 

Number  inspected  . .  J 

2732 

747 

887 

4722 

441 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

28 

16 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1072 

33 

1 

351 

95 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

39.4% 

4.7% 

0.1% 

8.0% 

25.2% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

22 

_ 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

297 

18 

— 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber 
culosis . 

11.3% 

5.4% 

— 

— 

1.9% 

Approximate  weight  condemned  :  28  tons,  14  cwts,  2  qrs. 
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During  1951,  foods  of  various  descriptions,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  quantities  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
This  unfit  food,  which  in  every  case  was  surrendered,  included 


following: — 

1951. 

Ham,  tinned — 3  tons,  2  cwt.,  1  qr.,  13  lbs. 

Pickles  (lOoz.  jars)  . 

37 

Milk,  tinned  . 

8,315  tins 

Peas,  tinned  . 

1,233  tins 

Fruit,  tinned  . 

3,471  tins 

Vegetables,  tinned  . 

514  tins 

Soup,  tinned  . 

947  tins 

Meat,  tinned  . 

lcwt.  2qrs.  71bs. 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste,  tinned  . 

181  tins 

Fish,  fresh  . 

157  stones 

Baked  Beans,  tinned  . 

291  tins 

Cheese  . 

138  lbs. 

Squash  and  Fruit  Juices . 

134  bottles 

Eggs  . 

4,873 

Jam  . 

294  jars  and  tins 

Spaghetti  and  Macaroni,  tinned 

182  tins 

Sweetmeats . 

631bs. 

Dried  Fruit  . 

166  lbs. 

Rabbits,  fresh  . 

77  lbs. 

Bacon  . 

541bs. 

Plum  Puddings,  tinned  . 

127 
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Food  and  Drugs,  1951.  During  the  year  the  following 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  for  analysis  and  the 
results  are  recorded  below: — 


Article. 

Number 
of  samples 
Obtained. 

Number 

Genuine. 

New  Milk . 

66 

65 

Saccharin  . 

1 

1 

Pork  Sausages  . 

6 

1 

Beef  Sausages  . 

8 

7 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

1 

1 

Brisling  Paste  . 

1 

1 

Butter  . 

1 

1 

Margarine  . 

1 

1 

Cooking  Fat  . 

1 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract 

1 

1 

Canned  Beans  . 

1 

1 

Mustard  . 

1 

1 

Pepper  Compound  . 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder  . 

1 

1 

Ground  Ginger  . 

1 

1 

Ground  Cinnamon  . 

1 

1 

Black  Pepper  . 

1 

1 

94 

87 
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Food  Poisoning. 


I  am  happy  to  record  that  during  1951,  there  were  no 
cases  of  food  poisoning  notified. 

The  modern  developments  in  national  habits,  by  which 
«o  much  of  the  food  consumed  is  prepared  in  factories  and 
even  fresh  foods  travel  distances  which  our  forefathers  would 
nave  thought  fantastic,  with  the  increased  use  of  restaurants 
and  canteens,  have  tended  to  increase  the  risks  of  food  poison¬ 
ing.  Adequate  supervision  of  canteens  and  places  where  food 
is  prepared  is  very  necessary  and  the  education  both  of  the 
employees  engaged  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food 
and  of  the  general  public  and  the  housewives  in  the  precautions 
required  to  avoid  contamination  of  food  is  very  necessary. 
In  very  many  of  the  older  houses  and  indeed  in  some  modern 
examples,  the  space  and  equipment  for  food  storage  is  lament¬ 
ably  deficient;  it  is  not  only  in  the  factory  and  the  shop  that 
(food  can  be  contaminated  but  also  in  the  home.  In  reports 
.on  unsatisfactory  house  property  the  recurring  item  “  Food 
storage  inadequate  ”  too  often  is  passed  over  as  a  minor  defect. 

During  the  year,  cards  were  distributed  to  all  the  food 
'traders  in  the  town  for  display,  asking  the  public  not  to  bring 
■dogs  into  shops  where  food  is  sold  and  I  am  glad  to  record 
'that  these  cards  were  welcomed  by  the  food  traders  and  are 
prominently  shown,  and  that  there  has  been  considerable 
response  from  the  customers. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

I  give  below,  in  tabular  form,  details  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  1951. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Chickenpox . 

119 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

22 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

5 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

13 

1 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever... 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

309 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

324 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

828 

36 

15 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  was 
happily  less  than  in  1950,  when  127  cases  were  notified,  as 
against  53  for  the  current  year.  Again  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  with  no  fatal  cases,  and  scarlet 
fever  nowadays  is  so  changed  in  character  that  admission  to 
hospital  is  hardly  justified.  Of  the  53  cases,  22  were  admitted 
to  hospital  and  these  were  cases  in  which  the  housing  con¬ 
ditions  and  difficulties  in  securing  adequate  nursing  and  care 
at  home,  made  admission  imperative. 
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Diphtheria.  I  record  with  satisfaction  that  there  were 
no  notifications  of  diphtheria  during  1951.  This  is  a  happy 
outcome  of  the  continued  efforts  that  have  been  made  in  the 
campaign  for  immunisation  and  later  in  this  report,  I  give 
tables  showing  the  progress  that  has  been  secured  since 
immunisation  was  initiated  in  the  Borough. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis.  Maid¬ 
stone  was  fortunate  in  1951  in  that  there  were  no  notifications 
of  this  disease.  We  are  still  without  accurate  knowledge  of 
how  this  disease  is  transmitted  but  there  is  considerable 
evidence  that  physical  and  mental  exhaustion  contribute  to 
make  the  individual  more  prone  to  succumb  to  this  infection. 
Care  should  therefore  be  taken,  in  the  presence  of  polio¬ 
myelitis  in  the  community  that  the  children  especially,  do  not 
become  over-tired  or  exhausted.  This  factor  has  particular 
reference  to  the  cases  which  arise  when  children  are  on  holiday, 
for  too  often  holidays  into  which  too  much  activity  is  crammed 
in  a  short  period,  are  productive  of  over-tiredness  and  are  a 
detriment  rather  than  a  benefit.  Planning  of  holidays,  to 
obtain  the  maximum  benefit  rather  than  the  maximum  of 
amusement,  should  be  the  rule. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  basis  of  notification  of  this 
group,  which  was  formerly  classed  as  puerperal  fever  and 
puerperal  pyrexia,  has  been  altered  and  now  any  case  is 
notifiable,  in  which  there  is  a  rise  of  temperature  after  con¬ 
finement.  As  a  result,  the  number  of  cases  notifiable  has  risen 
and  in  Maidstone  in  1951  five  such  cases  were  reported.  But 
again  and  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  and  the 
maternal  death  rate  remains  at  “  Nil.”  May  this  happy 
condition  be  long  continued! 

Enteric  Group.  One  case  of  Para-typhoid  fever  was 
notified  and  made  a  good  recovery.  Investigation  showed  that 
the  patient  had  suffered  from  a  mild  enteritis  for  some  weeks, 
since  he  had  been  on  his  holiday  and  it  was  not  until  his  return 
home  that  culture  showed  the  presence  of  the  paratyphoid 
infection  so  that  in  fact,  it  is  probable  that  the  case  did  not 
originate  in  Maidstone. 
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Measles.  The  incidence  of  measles  in  the  Borough  in 
1951  was  somewhat  heavy  though  not  as  severe  as  in  1950, 
when  there  were  775  cases  reported,  as  against  309  in  1951. 
Two  of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  I  think  it 
much  more  desirable  that  there  should  be  hospital  beds 
available  for  severe  or  complicated  cases  of  measles  than  that 
the  beds  should  be  employed  in  the  routine  admission  of  all 
cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

Whooping-Cough.  In  the  year,  whooping-cough  spread 
through  the  town  with  some  severity,  there  being  324  cases 
notified  and  I  doubt  if  this  represents  the  total  incidence. 
Fortunately  there  were  no  deaths  from  whooping-cough,  but 
it  is  an  infection  which  produces  much  discomfort  and  suffer¬ 
ing  to  the  patient  and  great  anxiety  to  the  mothers.  Immunisa¬ 
tion  against  whooping-cough  is  not  as  reliably  successful  as 
against  diphtheria,  but  my  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  of  value 
and  recent  work  in  the  production  of  a  satisfactory  pertussis 
vaccine  gives  promise  of  improved  results. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria.  This  is  a  matter 
upon  which  I  think  I  can  write  with  justifiable  satisfaction  and 
pride.  When  I  assumed  office  in  Maidstone  and  for  years  before, 
diphtheria  had  been  constantly  present  in  the  Borough  and 
the  records  show  peak  years  occuring  about  every  seven  years, 
with  lesser  rises  in  incidence  at  about  three-yearly  intervals. 
Fatal  cases  were  frequent  and  permanent  disability  after  the 
infection  were  common. 

Immunisation  in  Maidstone  was  first  begun  in  1935,  the 
start  being  first  made  among  the  children  attending  school, 
but  before  long  the  immunisation  of  younger  children  followed 
and  now  it  is  the  almost  universal  rule  for  babies  to  have  this 
protection  before  the  first  birthday.  The  success  obtained  has 
been  spectacular  and  I  record  with  much  satisfaction  that  in 
1951,  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  Maidstone.  This  is 
an  achievement  of  which  we  can  well  be  proud  and,  though  the 
conduct  of  the  immunisation  campaign  is  now  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Council,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  was 
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from  the  work  of  the  Borough  Health  Committee  that  this 
success  originated.  The  happy  state  of  affairs  which  we  have 
reached  in  Maidstone,  is  the  result  of  a  long  campaign  of 
education,  in  which  the  Health  Department  has  had  invaluable 
support  from  the  Health  Visitors  and  from  the  teachers  in  the 
schools  and  we  can  look  back  with  pride  on  the  success  which 
has  followed  this  example  of  team-work. 

I  give  Tables  on  subsequent  pages,  showing  the  position 
as  regards  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination 
against  Small-pox  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1951.  The 
results  for  vaccination  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  those  for  the 
diphtheria  immunisation,  but  there  is  an  improvment  over  1950 
and  I  am  hopeful  that  the  abandonment  ofcompulsory  vaccina¬ 
tion  and  the  consequent  appeal  to  British  commonsense,  will 
result  in  a  more  wide-spread  adoption  of  what  with  the  in¬ 
creased  risk  of  the  introduction  of  small-pox  into  this  country 
from  overseas,  is  a  vital  protection.  Compulsion  is  foreign 
to  the  British  character;  in  Yorkshire  they  say  “  We  wont  be 
druv,”  and  the  same  applies  to  other  Counties,  including  Kent. 
It  will  be  another  illustration  of  this  facet  of  the  British 
character  if  the  substitution  of  voluntary  vaccination  for  the 
attempt  at  compulsion,  produces  an  increase  in  the  vaccination 
picture. 

The  Tables  giving  figures  of  the  immunisation  position 
at  the  end  of  1951  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  but  tables  of  figures  are  inclined  to  be  confusing  and 
I  have  also  included  a  graphic  table  showing  the  average 
incidence  of  diphtheria  in  Maidstone  in  5  yearly  periods  from 
1920,  up  to  the  introduction  of  immunisation  in  1935  and  from 
1935,  when  immunisation  was  started,  up  to  the  present. 
I  think  this  graph  tells  the  story  plainly  and  clearly  for  it  shows 
the  consistent  diminution  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease  from 
the  “  D  ”  Day  or  rather  “  D  ”  Year  of  our  onslaught  upon 
this  disease,  up  to  the  year  now  reviewed,  when  we  can  record 
that  there  was  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  Maidstone. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  1951. 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  1951 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

IMMUNISATION  WAS  STARTED  IN  MAIDSTONE  IN  1935 
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THE  HEIGHT  OF  THE  BLACK  COLUMN  DENOTES  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF 
DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFIED  ANNUALLY  WITHIN  THE  BOROUGH. 


Diphtheria  Notifications  &  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation 

for  1951. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

cases  includ- 

cases  included 

ed  in  preced- 

in  preceding 

Age  at 
date  of 

Number  of 

ing  column  in 
which  the 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death. 

Number  of 

column  in 
which  the 

Notifica- 

cases 

notified. 

child  had 

Deaths. 

child  had 

tion. 

completed  a 

completed  a 

full  course  of 

full  course  of 

immunisa- 

immunisa- 

tion. 

tion. 

Under  1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Under  1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

— 

— 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  from  the  Borough  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratories 
at  County  Hall.  This  service  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
notable  features  of  health  administration  in  Kent  and 
under  the  new  Health  Service,  when  the  Laboratory  is  closely 
linked  with  the  hospitals  as  well  as  serving  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  Local  Authorities,  is  even  more  complete 
and  valuable  than  in  the  past. 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Disease  Incidence. 


I  give  below  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease,  according  to  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  in  which  they 
occurred. 


High 

Street 

Stone 

Street 

King 

Street 

■C 

t - 
o 

Z 

Heath 

Bridge 

Shep- 

way 

13 

ii 

o 

H 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 

11 

8 

8 

7 

4 

11 

53 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 

5 

1 

13 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

39 

49 

56 

38 

30 

46 

51 

309 

Whooping-cough 

Malaria 

39 

54 

47 

43 

36 

50 

55 

324 

Chicken-pox  ... 
Cerebro-spinal 

11 

22 

18 

12 

14 

16 

26 

119 

meningitis 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Polio-myelitis 

Food  Poisoning 

95 

137 

135 

102 

93 

122 

144 

828 
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Malignant  Disease. 


The  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  in  Maidstone  during  the  past  5  years  and  a  Table 
showing  the  age-groups  of  the  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1951, 
are  given  below.  The  research  into  the  causes  of  malignant 
disease  and  the  search  for  a  remedy  for  this  condition  still 
continues  and  while  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge, 
surgical  treatment,  particularly  if  this  can  be  undertaken 
sufficiently  early,  provides  the  best  hope  of  saving  life,  there  is 
hope  that  the  bio-chemist  will  elucidate  for  us  the  problem 
of  the  cause  of  malignant  growth  in  the  tissues  and  advances 
in  nuclear  physics  may  give  us  the  long-sought  remedy. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Maidstone  during 
the  past  5  years  is  as  follows: — 

Number  of  deaths 


1947  100 

1948  95 

1949  101 

1950  98 

1951  95 


Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1951  under  age  groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

1 

25—35 

— 

— 

35 — 45 

2 

3 

45—55 

6 

6 

55—65 

13 

12 

65  and  over 

28 

24 

Totals 

49 

46 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  1951,  there  were  no 
notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  1 

1—5 

5—15  .. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—25  .. 

4 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  . . 

7 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

35—45  . . 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45—55  . . 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

4 

— 

— 

— 

3 

—  — 

— 

Totals 

28 

14 

2 

3 

9 

1 

2 

— 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had  been 
notified  was  9.  The  number  which  had  not  been  notified  was 
3.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  T.B.  deaths  to  the  total  number 
of  T.B.  deaths  was  thus  .25  to  1. 
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TABLE  I. 

1951 


Causes  of  death. 

M.  ! 

F. 

All  Causes  .  . 

318 

312 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

10 

1 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 

2 

4  Diphtheria 

— 

5  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8  Measles  . .  . .  . 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

13 

4 

1 1  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

9 

2 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

— 

9 

1 3  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

— 

8 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

27 

23 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

2 

16  Diabetes 

3 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

27 

51 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

31 

31 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

6 

20  Other  heart  disease 

61 

85 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

16 

22  Influenza 

11 

9 

23  Pneumonia 

10 

5 

24  Bronchitis 

23 

14 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

3 

— 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

9 

— 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

6 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

3 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

3 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

I 

31  Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

38 

27 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

7 

1 

34  All  other  accidents 

7 

4 

35  Suicide  . . 

3 

1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

1 

31 


TABLE  II 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1951. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

& 

over 

2 

o 

Scarlet 

Fever 

— 

— 

— 

7 

17 

20 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 

53 

Diphtheria  . . 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

Puerperal 
Fever  and 
Pyrexia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

_ 

5 

Pneumonia . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

13 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

— 

1 

1 

Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

8 

57 

58 

60 

53 

80 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

324 

Chicken  Pox 

5 

16 

20 

19 

23 

20 

12 

3 

1 

— 

— 

- 

119 

Measles 

11 

33 

54 

64 

61 

63 

12 

3 

8 

— 

— 

_ 

309 

Dysentery  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Malaria 

Food 

Poisoning 

Mcningoco’al 

Infection 

Totals  . . 

24 

107 

132 

150 

154 

183 

37 

11 

15 

8 

4 

3  828 

1 
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TABLE  III. 


analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1951. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

4-  m  10- 
5-10  ,r 
15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

and 

over 

O 

H 

Whooping 

Cough 

Meningoco’al 

Infection 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

— 

Other  Puer¬ 
peral  Diseases 

Paratyphoid 

Fever 

Pneumonia . . 

2 

3 

10 

15 

Poliomyelitis 
and  Polio¬ 
encephalitis 

. 

Totals  . . 

— 

2 

3 

10 

15 

33 


TABLE  IV 


Deaths. 


- - - ______ - — - - - — 

Deaths  apportioned  to  the  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 

Month. 

High 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Ward 

Stone  Bridge 
Street  Ward 

Heath 

Ward 

Shep- 

way 

Totals 

January  . . 

9 

9 

10 

13 

8 

7 

5 

61 

February  . . 

9 

11 

12 

10 

8 

11 

2 

63 

March 

5 

9 

13 

12 

6 

7 

4 

56 

April 

8 

9 

11 

10 

9 

5 

3 

55 

May 

6 

7 

8 

8 

12 

12 

4 

57 

June 

7 

6 

7 

6 

9 

6 

3 

44 

July 

9 

10 

9 

6 

7 

8 

1 

50 

August 

9 

7 

5 

8 

8 

8 

3 

48 

September 

6 

9 

10 

11 

7 

8 

2 

53 

October  . . 

8 

6 

6 

5 

7 

9 

2 

43 

November 

3 

7 

9 

6 

9 

5 

1 

40 

December 

12 

10 

9 

9 

10 

8 

2 

60 

Totals  . . 

91 

100 

109 

104 

100 

94 

32 

630 
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TABLE  V. 

Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

year  1951. 


England  and 
Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns, 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  Resi¬ 
dent  Popula¬ 
tions 

25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census 
London 
Maidstone 


Rate  per 
1,000 
popula¬ 
tion. 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1 ,000 
population. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live 
Births. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

All  Causes. 

Typhoid  &  Para¬ 
typhoid  Fevers. 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza. 

Small-pox 

Pneumonia. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  (under 
two  years). 

Total  Deaths  un¬ 
der  one  year. 

15-5 

0-36 

12-5 

o-oo 

001 

000 

OO 

m 

6 

000 

0-61 

1-4 

296 

17-3 

0-45 

13-4 

000 

001 

000 

0-36 

000 

0-65 

1-6 

33-9 

16-7 

0-38 

12-5 

000 

001 

000 

0-38 

000 

0-63 

10 

27-6 

17-8 

0-37 

13-1 

000 

o-oi 

0  00  0-23 

— 

000 

0-7 

26-4 

15-49 

0-39 

11-75 

— 

— 

0-03 

— 

002 

TO 

20-31 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 

Intermediate  List  No. 
and  cause 


Number 
of  Deaths. 


Rates  per  1,000  Total 
Births. 


a  1  1  5 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy, 
childbirth  and  the  puer- 
perium 

70 

0.10 

a  1  1 6 

Abortion  with  toxaemia 

3 

0.00 

Other  toxaemias  of  preg¬ 
nancy  and  the  puer- 
perium . 

167 

0.24 

*  1 1 7 

Haemorrhage  of  preg¬ 
nancy  and  childbirth  ... 

91 

0.13 

A  1 18 

Abortion  without  men¬ 
tion  of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 

37 

0.05 

*119 

Abortion  with  sepsis  ... 

66 

0.09 

*120 

Other  complications  of 
pregnancy,  childbirth 
and  the  puerperium  ... 

125 

0.18 

Per  1,000  Total  Births 

Maidstone 

Puerperal  In 
Nil 

Rates  per  million 
Women  aged  15-44 


Nil 


Nil 
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TABLE  VI. 


Infant  mortality,  1951.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 

CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months 

3  months  and  under 

6  months 

6  months  and  under 

9  months 

9  months  and  under 

12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

— 

Enteritis 

—  2 

1 

— 

_ 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

2 

— 

1 

5 

Congenital  Malformation 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2  — 

— 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2  :  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

3 

Totals  . . 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7  i  3 

5 

— 

2 

17 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


/  Legitimate  . . 

784 

t  Illegitimate  . . 

53 

(  Legitimate  . . 

13 

t  Illegitimate  . . 

4 

36 


METEOROLOGY 


TABLE  VII. 


Month. 

Average 

Barometer. 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Max.) 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Min.) 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  .01  fell. 

January 

29.78 

44 

34 

2.40 

21 

February 

29.80 

45 

33 

5.51 

22 

March 

29.69 

47 

35 

2.99 

18 

April . 

29.81 

54 

36 

2.19 

15 

May  . . 

29.76 

58 

47 

2.11 

18 

June  . . 

29.80 

73 

50 

1.64 

9 

July . 

29.78 

77 

55 

2.52 

8 

August 

29.63 

72 

22 

3.67 

18 

September  . . 

29.84 

67 

50 

3.57 

12 

October 

30.05 

57 

42 

.91 

13 

November  . . 

29.98 

46 

41 

4.04 

22 

December 

29.88 

36 

34 

2.14 

15 

Average  and  Total  for  the 

year 

29.81 

56 

40 

33.69 

191 

37 


TABLE  VIII. 

RECORD  OF  SUNSHINE  DURING  1951. 


Month. 

Hours. 

Minutes. 

January  . 

20 

— 

February  . 

53 

30 

March . 

74 

36 

April . 

172 

24 

May . 

165 

54 

June . 

205 

57 

July . 

192 

48 

August  . 

133 

54 

September . 

104 

17 

October  . 

68 

11 

November . 

26 

11 

December  . 

7 

38 

Totals . 

1225 

20 

38 


TABLE  IX 


RELATIVE  PROPORTION  OF  WIND  DURING  1951. 


N. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

s. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

E. 

W. 

January  . . 

_ 

2 

8 

4 

11 

_ 

6 

February 

2 

6 

4 

1 

13 

— 

2 

March 

1 

3 

3 

2 

6 

10 

4 

2 

April 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

10 

4 

6 

May 

5 

3 

3 

2 

7 

9 

2 

— 

June 

1 

1 

2 

— 

7 

15 

— 

4 

July 

— 

4 

2 

1 

22 

— 

2 

August  . . 

— 

— 

1 

8 

— 

15 

1 

6 

September 

— 

4 

2 

8 

— 

11 

1 

4 

October  . . 

1 

3 

5 

— 

9 

8 

3 

2 

November 

— 

— 

2 

7 

4 

11 

— 

6 

December 

1 

— 

5 

3 

20 

— 

2 

Totals 

13 

15 

32 

47 

46 

155 

15 

42 

39 


BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Population  (estimated  1951) .  53,600 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  .  8,472 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1951)  according 

to  Rate  Books  .  14,563 

Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  (1921)  ...  4.6 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1951)  ...  3.69 

Area  .  5,972  acres 

Density  .  8.9  persons  per  acre 

Annual  Birth  Rate  . per  1,000  population  15.619 

Annual  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  11.75 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  .22 

Cancer  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  1.7 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  .  20.31 

Live  Births,  Males,  435.  Females,  402  .  837 

Deaths,  Males,  318.  Females,  312  .  630 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  207 


Elevation. — The  population  reside  at  a  mean  elevation  . 
of  70  feet  above  sea  level,  ranging  from  20  to  250  feet. 
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